The Utah Statesman, January 22, 2015 by Utah State University
Utah State University 
DigitalCommons@USU 
The Utah Statesman Students 
1-22-2015 
The Utah Statesman, January 22, 2015 
Utah State University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/newspapers 
Recommended Citation 
Utah State University, "The Utah Statesman, January 22, 2015" (2015). The Utah Statesman. 228. 
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/newspapers/228 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by 
the Students at DigitalCommons@USU. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in The Utah Statesman by an 
authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@USU. For 
more information, please contact 
digitalcommons@usu.edu. 
Thursday, Jan. 22, 2015  • www.usustatesman.com • (435)-797-1742 • Free single copy
the utah
From D.C. to Logan:
MCT Campus photo
 Members of the Utah State 
University student and fac-
ulty population gathered in 
the Merrill-Cazier Library to 
watch the State of the Union 
address with free pizza, pro-
vided by the USU chapter of Pi 
Sigma Alpha.
 Pi Sigma Alpha, the nation-
al honors society of political 
science, invited two profes-
sors from the political science 
department to address the 
crowd about what to expect 
during the president’s speech.
 Jeannie Johnson, assis-
tant professor in the Political 
Science Department spoke to 
students about the political 
strategy the president would 
use to make his agenda seem 
more popular, specifical-
ly how the president would 
portray foreign enemies such 
as North Korea and ISIS to 
appear as a tough command-
er-in-chief.
 Johnson said the presi-
dent’s decision to invite Alan 
Gross, the American recently 
released by Cuban authorities 
after years in captivity, to the 
speech was an example he 
would use to show the success 
of his decision to normalize 
relations with the communist 
country.
 Michael Lyons, former 
head of the Political Science 
Department, saw the address 
as a way for the president and 
his Democratic Party to set a 
precedent for the 2016 presi-
dential election.
 “The road to 2016 has 
begun,” Lyons said. “Act one 
was Jeb Bush stating his inten-
tions to run for president. Act 
two was Mitt Romney stating 
his intentions, and act three is 
tonight.”
 Lyons said the agenda 
would be to show the successes 
seen under the Obama admin-
istration to portray the need 
of electing another democrat 
to the Oval Office in 2016.
 President Barack Obama 
addressed both houses of 
Congress in the chambers of 
the House of Representatives 
on Capitol Hill in Washington 
D.C.
 In a speech that lasted 
roughly an hour and 15 min-
utes, the president laid out his 
agenda for the coming year, 
including hot-button domes-
tic and foreign-policy topics, 
such as the threat of terrorism 
around the world, equal pay 
for equal work, comprehensive 
child care and climate change.
 Obama also expanded on 
his proposal to offer two years 
of community college to all 
eligible American students 
tuition free. With this propos-
al he also echoed his previous 
statement of focusing on lower 
student loan rates and helping 
college students pay back pre-
viously acquired debt. 
 Anna Marchant, pres-
ident of the USU College 
Republicans, had both agree-
ments and disagreements 
with Obama’s course of action 
in the case of college tuition.
 “I agree with his sentiments 
that we do need more afford-
able education for a wider 
variety of people,” she said. 
“However I would always push 
for those policy changes on 
the state level, avoiding the 
need for citizens to rely on the 
national government.”
 Anna Harris, a senior 
majoring in political science 
and French and a member of 
the USU College Democrats, 
was surprised by the direction 
of the address.
 “I was impressed on the 
4By Clay Marsh
senior writer
STUDENTS LISTEN TO PROFESSORS from the political science department talk about the State of the Union address in the Merrill-Cazier Library on Tuesday. 
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New department head for 
plants, soils and climate
 Professor Paul Johnson, 
the recently appointed 
department head of the 
Plants, Soils and Climate 
department, sat down with 
The Utah Statesman last 
week to share some insight 
on his research and future 
plans for the department, 
including the implementa-
tion of an undergraduate 
degree in climate science.
 An off icial plan has 
not yet been f inalized 
but Johnson said he sees 
it coming together in the 
near future.
 “It’s more than just 
what’s going on in the 
atmosphere; it’s the rela-
tionship between the 
atmosphere, what’s hap-
pening up there, and 
what’s going on down here 
on the ground,” he said. 
“It’s more than atmospher-
ic science; it’s how that 
relates with plants, with 
soils and what we do as 
humans too.”
 Johnson, who served as 
interim department head 
for nine months before 
fully taking the position, 
has been part of univer-
sity faculty since 1998, 
working as an assistant, 
associate and full profes-
sor. Johnson studies plant 
science, specializing in 
landscaping, ornamental 
horticulture and turf.
 Johnson is part of the 
Center for Water-Efficient 
Landscaping, a group of 
scientists who work to 
improve the efficient water 
use for landscape irriga-
tion, studying the inter-
actions between people, 
water and plants, or, the 
“people issues.”
 “It’s all intertwined,” he 
said. “In order to have the 
urban landscapes we need 
the water, but it’s also to 
make the best use of that 
4By Manda Perkins
asst. news editor
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“My only agenda for 
the next two years is the 
same as the one I’ve had 
since the day I swore an 
oath on the steps of  this 
Capitol — to do what I 
believe is best for Amer-
ica,” -Barack Obama.
“The new Republican Congress 
also understands how difficult 
these past six years have been. 
For many of  us, the sting of  the 
economy and the frustration with 
Washington’s dysfunction weren’t 
things we had to read about. We 
felt them every day,”  - Joni Ernst.
“I felt that he 
was really bold, 
which frankly 
I was really 
impressed with. 
He surprised me 
on a few of the 
issues,”    - Anna 
Marchant 
Students and faculty 
gather to watch the State 
of the Union address
MLK celebrated
BOTTOM: STUDENTS HOLD CANDLES in 
a vigil for Martin Luther King Jr. outside of the Taggart 
Student Center on Tuesday. 
RIGHT: McKENNA MALAN AND ADAM 
TANNER hold a sign bearing a Martin Luther King Jr. 
quote at the candlight vigil on Tuesday. For the full story 
visit usustatesman.com.
Landon Pozernick photos
 Most students know what if feels 
like to worry about paying for tui-
tion, books, rent and food while going 
to college, but for some students, the 
responsibility doesn’t end there.
 For students with children and 
spouses, paying for everything can 
be a burden, but there are ways that 
these students can receive the help 
they need.
 For four years, the Center of Women 
and Gender at Utah State University 
has made funds available to women 
— usually those with small children 
— who have emergency financial cir-
cumstances that would cause them to 
discontinue their education.
 The donation program, called 
Helping Hands, was started by a 
female faculty member, who wished 
to remain anonymous. She began 
the program after seeing one of her 
students consider dropping out of 
school due to unexpected financial 
circumstances and no financial help 
from anyone else, CWG director Ann 
Berghout-Austin.
 “Women that were going to have 
to stop school, they could keep going 
with this money,” said Reni McBride, 
CWG staff assistant. “It’s an emer-
gency fund...It’s for if they’ve paid for 
school but can’t pay for rent or child-
care, then they can use this.”
 Women in this situation can go 
into the office or contact someone in 
the office, McBride said. They pro-
vide their school and personal budgets 
to show where their money is going 
and where they need help. CWG then 
works alongside the student’s depart-
ment to see how everyone can aid.
 “We want everyone to know that 
they can donate — even just $10,” 
McBride said. “If 10 people donated 
$10, that could make a huge differ-
ence. What we ask of these women 
when they get back on their feet is that 
they give back and make a donation. 
It doesn’t have to be what was given 
them, but just give something back to 
Helping Hands to help the next per-
son.”
 Right before Christmas there was 
an effort to get the word out and 
raise more money for the program, 
Berghout-Austin said. A marketing 
team is working on continuous cam-
paigns to continue to request more 
help with donations across campus 
and beyond as well as a development 
team in CMG working to raise money.
 “I make the final decision about HH 
distribution, although I always confer 
with my administrative assistant who 
is very wise and with others who work 
at the center,” Berghout-Austin said. 
“Sometimes I will talk to a faculty 
member, especially a faculty member 
in the department of the woman’s 
major. The impact has been tremen-
dous. It has enabled mothers to stay 
in school and graduate. HH has kept 
little children from having cold, wet 
feet in the winter. HH has turned the 
heat back on in cold apartments.”
 Berghout-Austin, who is a profes-
sor in child development, said she 
has been impressed with USU faculty 
members’ desire to help as they donate 
often and make it possible for these 
women to receive the help they need.
 Since Helping Hands began, CWG 
has been able to help three to five 
women a year, Berghout-Austin said, 
but there are many people CWG is 
currently unable to financially aid.
 “We can only help those in extreme-
ly dire circumstances,” Berghout-
Austin said. “It is sometimes very hard 
to weigh one circumstance against 
another for ‘direness,’ but there are 
three key measures. First, it is one-time 
only money. Second, the woman must 
be in danger of dropping out of school. 






her — no 
p a r e n t s , 
spouse.”
 T h e 
d o n a -
tion is a 
one -t i me 
disburse-
m e n t , 
m e a n i n g 
that it is 
given once 
to a single 
p e r s o n , 
but can be 
dispersed 
a c r o s s 
d i f ferent 
needs, said 
Harmony Davis, a woman who was 
aided by Helping Hands.
 As a single mother of two, Davis 
found out that her sister’s baby needed 
a home and was soon taking in and 
adopting a third child. Her children 
include Braden, 16, Kade, 13, and now 
2-year-old Kinsley.
 “I found out about (Helping Hands) 
on the website,” Davis said. “I went on 
when applying for scholarships and 
just got linked up that way.”
 Davis started at USU in January of 
2011 after a friend encouraged her to 
enroll and then helped her find finan-
cial help through scholarships and 
grants. She began with the intention of 
being an attorney for children in foster 
care cases, with a family, consumer 
and human development major. She 
later added a second major of health 
education and promotion.
 Davis graduated December 2014 
with a bachelor’s degree in FCHD and 
will graduate with her second bache-
lor’s degree this semester. She applied 
for the tadiology program at Weber 
State University this month.
 “Helping Hands made it for me,” 
Davis said. 
“I was able to 
go to school. 
I mean, Pell 
grants and 
loans are a 
great way 
to go, but I 
didn’t want 
to go to 
school and 
then have all 
of this debt. 
This way, 
I can go to 
school, then 
be with my 
kids the rest 
of the time.”
 D av i s 
said she feels 
like the peo-
ple at CWG 
are now like 
family, to 
her.
 “They are amazing women,” Davis 
said. “A couple of them have reached 
out and been like my mom when I 
didn’t have anyone else.”
 For more information on the 
Helping Hands donation program or 
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‘Helping Hands’ aids mothers in need
HARMONY DAVIS AND HER FAMILY pose for a family photo. Davis graduated in December with 
a bachelor’s degree in family, consumer and human development and will graduate with her second degree in 
health education and promotion this semester. Davis was a recipient of the Helping Hands scholarship.
Photo courtesy of Harmony Davis
4By Mandy Morgan 
staff writer
Helping Hands 
made it for me. I was 
able to go to school. 
I mean Pell Grants 
and loans are a 
great way to go, but I 
didn’t want to go to 
school and then have 





Tweets of the Week
@BrandonCrouch3
They should take a dollar off  of  tuition for every time a professor blocks what 
they’re writing on the board with their body. #aggiestrife
@josephfq
Still haven’t checked canvas a single time this semester. #aggielife #usu 
#dontgotocollege
@tseanolsen
Someday people will learn that the study rooms in the library are not 
soundproof. #tmi #aggiestrife #usuprobs
@EmilyDaybell
Well 3 buses have come and all of  them have been full... Uh ok. #aggiestrife
@rinnyroo22
2 failed attempts at getting a booth in the hub. Next time I’m throwing 
myself  across the table to secure it. #aggiestrife  @Rissely11
USUSA candidates
Executive Council Academic Senate
President......................... 1 Agriculture and Applied Science...... 1
Executive VP.....................1 Caine College of  the Arts.............0
Student advocate VP.............0
Current number of election packets turned 
in. Packets are due  Monday at 4:30 P.M.








Emma Eccles Jones Education
 and Human Services..................0
Organizations and 
Campus Diversity VP...........0




number of things he decided to 
talk about that I felt he wouldn’t 
address, such as drones and 
torture policy which have been 
sticky points within the demo-
cratic base,” Harris said.
 Marchant had similar senti-
ments.
 “I felt that he was really 
bold, which frankly I was real-
ly impressed with,” she said. 
“He surprised me on a few of 
the issues I thought he would shy 
away from, such as gay and lesbi-
an rights. He did call for bipar-
tisanship, but from the looks in 






 For some, college is a time of  
self  discovery and the beginning 
of  a path to independence. Thanks 
to Aggies Elevated, students with 
disabilities can now share in this 
experience at Utah State Universi-
ty.
 “Aggies Elevated is a post-sec-
ondary education program here 
at Utah State for students with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities,” said Sarah Bodily, the 
Aggie’s Elevated program director.
 Those disabilities include au-
tism, down syndrome and trau-
matic brain injuries.
 The students in the program are 
at Utah State to have a college ex-
perience and reach their personal 
goals, Bodily said. It’s an individ-
ual program set for the students 
so they can access education like 
anyone else in the community.
 People from all over the USU 
campus have been researching 
for 15 years to make the program 
possible, Bodily said. After several 
years of  preparation, the program 
started last fall with seven stu-
dents.
 “It’s a two-year program,” 
Bodily said. “It’s a little different, 
but last semester we taught a ca-
reer-exploration class, allowing 
(students) to get some opportu-
nities, just to have the exposure 
to different careers that could be 
possible based on their interests. 
We also had an adult-learning and 
independent-living class that gave 
them basic skills. We talked about 
conflict resolution and problem 
solving and plagiarism and every-
thing that might just come up or 
has come up in their lives.”
 Bodily sees the program as an 
opportunity because of  the lack 
of  access to higher education the 
students have.
 “A lot of  times this population 
is under-served because of  their 
disability, and there’s not a whole 
lot of  access to higher education,” 
Bodily said. “This program is de-
signed to help them access that 
through inclusion and integration 
in their community.”
 The program features many 
courses that help with social and 
life skills.
 “This semester we have a self-de-
termination class, being able to 
set goals and determine what you 
want for your future as well as to 
disclose disability based on those 
people that need to know it as well 
as preparing them to set goals for 
their future with employment and 
future education and things like 
that,” Bodily said.
 The program also has a basic 
functional writing and reading 
course, skills necessary for inter-
rupting bus schedules and the like.
Thursday, Jan. 22, 2015    Page 3
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Cracked
Popular app puts 
social spin on trivia
Kylee Larsen photo illustration
 Students at Utah State Univer-
sity are lighting up lecture halls 
with colorful trivia wheels, and 
it’s leaving some students’ heads 
spinning.
 Trivia Crack is quickly gain-
ing popularity and is the No. 1 
top-selling app (both in the paid 
and free charts), according to the 
Top Charts feature in the App 
Store.
 “I think it’s so popular because 
everyone wants to be smarter 
than everyone else,” said Callie 
Rencher, a freshman majoring in 
child development. “That’s why 
me and my friends play.”
 The interactive app has col-
orful graphics and music, not to 
mention social networking ca-
pabilities, which allow players to 
virtually connect with and chal-
lenge friends.
 “What I like about the game is 
it is easy to play and anyone can 
do it,” said Joseph Day, a junior 
majoring in biology. “I love that 
it is at my fingertips and easily 
accessible to play, and it doesn’t 
take up that much time to play 
it.”
 Day also said the game has ed-
ucational value. 
 “I’ve learned a lot from it,” he 
jSee TRIVIA, Page 4
Program ‘elevates’ students with disabilities
AGGIES ELEVATED is a two-year post-secondary education program for students with disabilities. The 
program started last fall with seven students.
Kelsie Lott photo
Why you should 
go to Sundance
 Each winter, Utah basks in a week and a half 
of fame as celebrities, celebrity-hungry pa-
parazzi and hipster cinephiles fill Park City for 
the Sundance Film Festival, which starts today.
 This year, you 
can settle for 
what you do ev-
ery other year: 
scroll through 
S u n d a n c e 
photos while 
m e l a n c h o l i a 
envelops your 
homework-rid-
den soul. Or, 





 “But I have 
homework and 
classes and work,” you protest. “I can’t afford 
to go to Sundance. I’ll go when I graduate.”
 I’m a firm believer in that timeless personal 
philosophy of “You Do You.” But before you 
do you, consider your options.
 Do you know how easy it is to attend one 
of the nation’s biggest film festivals? The first 
time I went to Sundance was with my one and 
only acting class freshman year. We didn’t see 
anyone famous, but we did attend two film 
screenings, and I shook the hand of a director 
who worked one-on-one with Ryan Reynolds. 
Based on my limited knowledge of the transi-
tive property of equality, that counts.








jSee PROGRAM, Page 4
jSee SUNDANCE, Page 4
STUDENTS FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT sold their wares in the Taggart Student Center International 






 The game itself  was mod-
eled after the board game 
Trivial Pursuit, according to 
Tech Times.
 “It is a game that you play 
on your phone where you 
challenge your friends or 
anyone around the world to 
a match,” Day said. “In the 
match, you each take turns 
answering questions, and if  
you get questions right, you 
get crowns, and if  you get a 
question wrong, then it is 
your opponent’s turn. The 
game continues until a player 
has 6 crowns and they win.”
 After playing the game for 
about two weeks, Day said 
the game can interfere with 
studying time if  misused.
 “I think Trivia Crack could 
very easily distract from time 
to study or from paying at-
tention in class, but I don’t 
think it takes up that much 
time in my day or that it will 
have a negative impact on my 
grades,” he said.
 However, he did admit to 
having wasted study time 
playing the game.
 “And I have seen people 
play it in classes, so that 
could impact grades,” Day 
said.
 The app features trivia 
questions that are catego-
rized under six different sub-
jects: entertainment, arts, 
science, geography, sports 
and history. The trivia ques-
tions are written by other 
gamers, which can some-
times pose a problem for 
players.
 “Since the players make 
the questions there are a lot 
of  wrong answers,” Rencher 
said. “Some of  the questions 
I have gotten have had two 
right answers, and that is 
what I do not like about it.”
 For Kassidy Price, a fresh-
man majoring in anthropol-
ogy, the amateur questions 
can be tedious.
 “I strongly dislike the fact 
that the questions are from 
other players,” Price said. 
“Frankly, people are some-
what stupid. I’ll occasionally 
get an intelligent piece of  
trivia, but there are a pleth-
ora of  incorrect and boring 
questions. I haven’t really 
learned anything from the 
game, but I am a pedantic 
know-it-all.”
 Price began playing Trivia 
Crack after being influenced 
by her brother and some oth-
er friends. For her, it is a good 
way to stay connected.
 “Overall, I can’t stand the 
game, but I love it,” she said. 
“It’s a way to stay occupied in 
the moments between mo-
ments and virtually connect 
to friends.”
 As far as the app’s longevi-
ty is concerned, some players 
say that Trivia Crack will end 
as quickly as it began gaining 
popularity.
 “Just like every new pop-
ular game, it will soon die 
out,” Rencher said. “Sooner 
or later people will forget 
they have it or they will have 
to clear their phones for 
more space for music or a dif-
ferent new popular game.”
 Day believes that while the 
game will eventually slow, it 
won’t completely spin out.
 “I don’t think it will die out 
completely, but I do think 
it will die down some,” he 
said. “When people get sick 
of  it or download the next 
best game, Trivia Crack will 
be forgotten. But because 
they are always writing new 
questions and because it is a 
friend-against-friend game, I 
think it could stay very pop-




as we can. So it’s centered around 
conserving water.”
 Johnson is from a small town in 
Iowa where the majority of  land is 
tilled for farming. His father dis-
couraged him from becoming a 
farmer, so Johnson found his pas-
sion in plants, studying turfgrass at 
Iowa State University then pursuing 
a Master’s and PhD at the University 
of  Minnesota.
 “(I) just became fascinated by 
them as plants and how they’re es-
sential in the urban places we live 
because they’re one of  the few things 
we can actually trample on, we can 
play on; we can do things and they 
still grow,” he said.
 The plants, soils and climate de-
partment currently has between 180 
and 200 students, over half  of  them 
studying at distance campuses in ar-
eas like Salt Lake City and Kaysville. 
Johnson said he loves Utah State 
University’s smaller campus but also 
enjoys the opportunity to work with 
students along the Wasatch Front.
 “It might be a little different (but) 
we can’t forget them because they 
are an essential part,” he said. “And 
they’re great students; it’s fun to 
teach down there.”
 Johnson said he plans to continue 
interacting with students by reach-
ing out to clubs and being available 
for all students. His advice for the 
students in his department, appli-
cable to all, is to be involved with all 
the happenings at USU.
 “Take advantage of  all the oppor-
tunities here at the institution,” he 
said. “Just be engaged in everything 
that’s happening and make the most 
out of  your years here.”
 Johnson enjoys trail running cross 
country skiing and downhill ski-
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 “We’ve seen huge growth,” 
Bodily said. “We’ve seen stu-
dents with very low reading 
levels and very low academ-
ics but huge successes — A’s 
and B’s in classes because 
they’ve been using assistive 
technology. Their willing-
ness to adapt has been huge.”
 Jessica Tremea, a senior 
majoring in elementary and 
special education, mentors 
two students in the program.
 “I just kind of  help sup-
port them in academic things 
— living skills, just anything 
that they need. I’m kind of  
their go-to girl,” Tremea said.
 She sees the program as 
an opportunity for students 
in the program to get the 
college experience as well 
as for other students the 
chance to get the interaction 
with them, providing what 
Tremea said she thought was 
a “really good experience for 
everyone.”
 Debra Jenson, an assistant 
professor for journalism and 
communication at USU, has 
worked with Utah’s Special 
Olympics as well as other 
organizations for adults with 
intellectual disabilities.
 “I’ve been really happy to 
see the Aggies Elevated stu-
dents on campus,” Jenson 
said. “People who do not 
have a disability, we have a 
lot of  misconceptions and 
preconceived notions about 
people with disabilities, and 
anytime we can bring them 
together in a common expe-
rience is a chance to break 
down those barriers.”
 Bodily, Jenson and Tremea 
see the program as a way to 
integrate the communities.
 “One thing I hope is that 
everyone realizes that these 
students are just like us,” 
Tremea said. “They are here 
for the same reasons we are: 
to experience college life, be 
independent, to learn and 
grow, make memories, make 
a better future for themselves 
and reach their dreams.” 
 Bodily shares the same 
hopes as Tremea of  greater 
understanding through hav-
ing the program on campus.
 “I think that it’s important 
to realize that as students 
at the university that these 
students aren’t any different 
than you or me,” Bodily said. 
“They’ve had the same strug-
gles. They’ve gone through 
a lot. They’ve probably gone 
through more than you or I 
have ever gone through, but 
they’re here, and they’re do-
ing it. They’re putting forth 
the effort just like all of  us. 
Give them the benefit of  the 
doubt. Get to know the stu-
dents before you judge the 
fact that they have a disabil-
ity or they may not sound 
like you do. It’s just another 
group of  diversity that is giv-
en access now to this great 
opportunity of  higher edu-
cation.”
 Applying for the program 
is separate from general 
USU’s admission. The appli-
cation for Aggies Elevated is 
found on www.aggieselevat-
ed.com/apply. The applica-
tion for the 2015-2016 school 
year is available online start-
ing on Feb. 1. Applications 
are due on April 1.
 — sadiejherrera@
aggiemail.usu.edu
and we rode the shuttles 
around, got a little lost, 
saw one film and had a 
generally good time.
 Both times, we went 
during the second, 
less-frenzied half of the 
festival after all the A-list-
ers got bored and went 
home. This was ideal for 
two reasons: it’s easier to 
get standby tickets for film 
screenings — usually be-
tween $15 and $20 — and 
it’s also easier to make 
your way around Park 
City after the initial chaos 
dies down.
 To see movies at the 
festival, all you need is pa-
tience and a sound under-
standing of basic shuttle 
maps. Look online at the 
film showtimes and loca-
tions, get there an hour or 
more early and ask for a 
standby ticket or number.
 If Park City is too far out 
of your comfort zone, you 
can follow the same basic 
steps to see film screen-
ings at one of seven lo-
cations in Salt Lake City 
or, for the exceptionally 
unambitious, at Peery’s 
Egyptian Theater in Og-
den. I’ve been lucky to 
experience both options 
and see “Best of Fest” fes-
tival winners both times. 
Doing so can help weed 
out some of the especial-
ly obscure, sometimes 
disturbing films that run 
throughout the festival’s 
regular scheduling.
 However, seeing a film 
that makes you a little 
uncomfortable or lends 
a foreign perspective is 
one of the more valuable 
aspects of events like Sun-
dance. It’s a good way of 
(cue cheesy, inspirational 
music) expanding your 
horizons beyond this be-
loved Cache Valley bub-
ble. A little bit of discom-
fort goes a long way.
 — Noelle Johansen is a 
senior majoring in journal-
ism and Spanish. Send cat 
memes to her at noellejo-
hansen@gmail.com or on 
Twitter @broelle. 
Look for upcoming 










PROFESSOR PAUL JOHNSON, the new department head for plants, soils and climate, sits in his office.
Kyle Todecheene photo
 “It was our best team 
win of the year,” said wom-
en’s basketball head coach 
Jerry Finkbeiner. “There’s 
no question about it.”
 Utah State 
won its sec-
ond-straight 












from a rough 
seven-game 
losing streak 
— including their first four 
games against Mountain 
West teams — but have a 
chance to move up in the 
standings after topping Air 
Force and Nevada in back-
to-back games and facing 
UNLV at home in the Dee 
Glen Smith Spectrum on 
Saturday.
 “Pre-game tonight, I in-
tentionally put some pres-
sure on them and said, 
‘We have to have this win 
tonight. We just have to,’” 
Finkbeiner said. “I wanted 
to put a little pressure on 
them because it’s time to 
start responding.”
And re-
s p o n d 
is just 
w h a t 
U S U 
d i d . 
A f t e r 
Nevada 
s c o r e d 
the first 
b u c k e t 
of the 
g a m e , 
five dif-
f e r e n t 
A g g i e s 
contrib-
uted to an 11-0 run. Neva-
da tied the game up at 17 
and played USU tight the 
rest of the half. The Aggies 
lead at halftime 30-27.
 “Our coach really em-
phasized coming out hard-
er in the second half,” 
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USU at UNLV
Aggies win at home over Nevada
Aggies to play on the road 




Two track stars receive Mountain West awards
4By Kalen Taylor
sports editor
 The George Nelson Field-
house in January is mile 
one of a marathon.
 The place is so packed, it’s 
virtually impossible to walk 
to the water fountain with-
out accidentally bumping 
into one of the 500 New 
Year’s resolutioners.
 Hordes of students have 
committed themselves to 
getting to the gym more, 
even if that means doing 
crunches in the tight space 
between the treadmills be-
cause the ab mat is packed 
to capacity.
 It’s sort of inspiring to see 
so many students deter-
mined to reach their fitness 
goals, until the month of 
February when everything 
goes back to normal. As 
nice as it is to work out in 
an empty gym, it’s still sad to 
see that happen.
 Sure, the crowd is an an-
noyance to gym regulars 
and those who work out in 
part just to get away from 
people. But that’s no reason 
to hope and pray for fellow 
students to give up just yet. 
To those who find exercise 
time already slipping down 
on their priority list, I ask 
you to bear the following in 
mind.
 Your gym membership 
isn’t free.
 This is a matter of per-
spective. It’s easy to miss a 
day or two (or three) at the 
gym when you figure the 
fieldhouse costs you noth-
ing more than a student ID 
card.
 In actuality, your gym 
membership costs you a 
few thousand bucks. Just 
like your “free” seat at bas-
ketball games, you pay 
for it with your tuition and 
student fees. That means 
your little yellow chair in 
the Spectrum is really a 
thousand-dollar seat, and 
your gym access is actually 
a thousand-dollar member-
ship.
 Of course you should take 
days to rest now and then, 
but don’t fall into the trap 
of thinking you can skip 
the gym anytime because it 
doesn’t cost you anything. 
This is a university; it already 
cost you 10 years of student 







 After defeating the University of  Nevada on 
the road on Tuesday, the Aggies continue play 
in Nevada, facing another Mountain West foe, 
UNLV, on Saturday.
 In Tuesday’s game the Aggies, now 11-7 on the 
season and 4-2 in the MW, led for 34 minutes of  
the game and shot 46 percent from behind the 
three-point. The Aggies held the Wolf  Pack to 11 
percent on two of  18 attempts.
 “We are a pretty good shooting team,” said 
coach Stew Morrill, who will be retiring at the 
end of  the year after 17 seasons at USU. “We 
take care of  the ball. We’re solid defensively, and 
if  we can do all those other things and somehow 
make the rebound margin not so huge, there are 
three or four more wins out there — if  we can 
rebound the ball.”
 UNLV is 1-4 in the MW but 10-8 on the year. 
Although the Runnin’ Rebels have won only one 
game in conference play they are an experienced 
team. UNLV has played three teams ranked in 
the top-ranked 15 so far this season and knocked 
off  No. 3 Arizona in Las Vegas in December.
Kylee Larsen photo
JUNIOR GUARD DARIUS PERKINS LOOKS to pass the 
ball to an open man while playing against New Mexico. .
Kylee Larsen photo
TILAR CLARK DRIVES TO THE BASKET in the midst of three Nevada defenders during the first half. Clark 
scored a career-high 17 points in the game. Utah State ended up winning by 11 points 68-57 following a 38-point sec-
ond half.
 Two Aggies, Chari Hawkins 
and Nic Bowens, have been 
named the Mountain West 
Athletes of  the Week.
 Following the first indoor 
meet of  the 2015 on Friday 
and Saturday, both Bowens 
and Hawkins were honored 
for their performances.
 Bowens won the 60-me-
ter dash with a time of  6.73 
seconds. He is a senior from 
Meridian, Idaho, and this is 
the first time in his career he 
has won MW Athlete of  the 
Week. Bowens ranks first in 
the MW and No. 26 in the 
nation in the 60-meter event.
 Hawkins is a senior from 
Rexburg, Idaho, and this is 
the second time in her career 
at Utah State she has won the 
Athlete of  the Week award. 
Hawkins recorded a 1.78-me-
ter-high jump to win the 
event and also placed second 
in the 60-meter hurdles after 
an 8.62 second effort.
 “We had a great opening 
meet,” said coach Gregg Gen-
sel, who is in his 32nd year 
at Utah State. “It was high-
lighted by Nic Bowens in the 
60-meter, Chari Hawkins in 
high jump and hurdles, Eric 
Shellhorn in the 3,000-meter 
and Sam Nielson in the triple 
jump, along with many other 
personal record performanc-
es.”
 Besides Hawkins and 
Bowens, Shellhorn won the 
3,000-meter event after run-
ning it in 8:24.06. Nielson 
won the triple jump, record-
ing 12.82 meters on her 
attempts, and the women’s 
4,000-meter distance med-
ley relay team — Hannah 
Malone, Kelsey Yamauchi, 
Karlee Deeter and Megan 





See USU Page 6
See GYM Page 6
 We’ve done 
really well  
coming out in 
the second 














•   Recipients receive a cash award, up to 
$5,000 per year 
•   Scholarship recipients must be a former or 
current employee, or the spouse or child of 
a former or current employee of Flying J or 
the FJ Management Corporation 
•   Recipients must have a minimum GPA of 3.0
Apply online at 
huntsman.usu.edu/fjscholarship
 Available to any USU student
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 The Rebels have a 6-foot-
8 freshman guard Rashad 
Vaughn that averages more 
than 17 points per game 
to lead the team. Christian 
Wood is close behind him 
with 14 points and nine re-
bounds per game from the 
forward position.
 Utah State is led by soph-
omore Jalen Moore who has 
recorded 16 straight games in 
double-figure scoring after ty-
ing his career-high 22 points 
against Nevada. Moore aver-
ages nearly seven rebounds to 
go along with 16 points and is 
shooting 50 percent from the 
field and 44 percent from the 
3-point line.
 “He’s leading us in scoring,” 
said Morrill earlier in the sea-
son. “He’s rebounding the 
ball and trying to get better 
defensively. What I love most 
about Jalen is that he gives 
himself  a chance to improve 
because of  his mental state. 
He is stable, solid and doesn’t 
vary a whole lot from day-to-
day and in games.”
 David Collette scores 12 
points per game and gives the 
Aggies five more rebounds 
per game. Junior guard Chris 
Smith rounds out the top-
three scoring at just over 11 
points per game. Smith also 
shoots the highest percentage 
from 3-point land at 46 per-
cent.
 The Aggies are the worst 
rebounding team in the con-
ference on both the defensive 
side of  the ball and on the 
offensive. However, the lack 
of  offensive rebounds could 
come from the hot shooting 
and lack of  opportunities. 
USU leads the MW in three-
point shooting percentage. 
UNLV rebounds the ball well 
and scores a lot in the paint, 
meaning it could be a tough 
match up for Utah State on 
the inside.
 “A lot of  good teams are 
going to come our way,” said 
sophomore guard JoJo Mc-
Glaston before conference 
play began. “We have to be 
a team. We can all do special 
things on the offensive end. 
We’re really athletic, and we 




 Exercise isn’t supposed 
to be awful.
 Most people give up on 
working out because they 
see it as a job that pays 
in nothing but sweat and 
soreness. Sooner or later, 
this outlook will make a 
person realize how tough 
it is to show up to work 
when the job is optional. 
Don’t look at exercising 
as mandatory after-school 
practice; see it instead as 
recess.
 The easiest way to keep 
going back to the gym is 
to look forward to it. It’s 
a way to clear your head 
after a long day of class-
es, a chance to plug in 
headphones and jam for 
an hour without worrying 
about the rest of your to-
do list. Instead of dreading 
your pending workout, sa-
vor your time spent better-
ing yourself.
 Other people don’t care 
what you’re doing.
 Working out in front of 
other students is intimi-
dating, until the day you 
finally accept the fact that 
nobody really cares what 
others are doing at the 
gym.
 Unless you happen to eat 
it on a treadmill or drop 
something heavy on your-
self, your classmates aren’t 
going to judge you. People 
generally try to keep to 
themselves and focus on 
their own routine. If you 
get to the gym consistently 
enough, you’ll start recog-
nizing the regulars that are 
there all the time, which 
means you’re becoming 
one of those regulars your-
self.
 It’s fine to feel a bit inse-
cure at the gym, but don’t 
let it be a reason not to go. 
There’s still a week left in 
January and already the 
ranks are thinning. People 
are dropping out of the 
marathon before the first 
mile-marker. Don’t be one 
of those people. Keep at 
it, and come March you’ll 
feel awesome when you 
notice everyone rushing 
back to the Fieldhouse to 
get in shape the week be-
fore Spring Break.
 — Logan Jones is a junior 
majoring in journalism. 
He’s been looking forward 
to the Russell Wilson vs. 
Tom Brady bowl for a few 
months now. Contact him 
at logantjones@aggiemail.




said freshman guard Ti-
lar Clark. “I feel like late-
ly we’ve done really well 
coming out in the second 
half with a big boom.”
 Clark, who scored a 
career-high 17 points in 
the contest on six for 10 
shooting, spurred the Ag-
gies to a 38-point second 
half, with Clark’s baskets 
swinging momentum 
USU’s way on more than 
one occasion.
 “When she attacks the 
basket in fast break,” 
Finkbeiner said. “There’s 
potential highlight tape 
there. There’s a little bit of 
that ‘no fear’ in her.”
 Clark added that the 
team’s “run, gun and have 
fun” motto played a role in 
the team’s victory.
 “We executed every-
thing that our coach said,” 
Clark said. “Our transition 
game and our transition 
defense is something I felt 
we did really well.”
 The Aggies finished with 
three players scoring dou-
ble-digits and a combined 
team total of 18 assists.
 “This week’s a big week 
for us to climb up back 






JALEN MOORE DRIVES against a defender while 





FUNDA NAKKASOGLU TAKES the ball up the floor against Nevada. Nakkasog-
lu had 15 points and was one of three Aggies in double figures for the game.
Kylee Larsen photo
HANNAH HUTCHINS TAKES A SHOT early in the first half. Hutchins finished 
with 12 points.
Apathetic. Indifferent. Complacent. 
Who cares?
We’re Aggies. We care about sports. 
Kind of. Big deal.
Election packets are due Monday. Six 
people have signed up to run for five 
of the 16 available offices. Yawn, right?
The only overlap of applicants so far 
is for Athletics VP. Is that supposed to 
matter to us?
Ag. Science and Engineering are the 
only senator positions where someone 
has applied to run. So what if our col-
lege doesn’t have representation. Not 
our problem, right?
Thousands of dollars in scholarships 
and stipends? Psh. We 
have student loans to take 
care of our schooling. Why 
bother getting money we 
don’t have to pay back?
An opportunity to repre-
sent our school around the 
nation and gain leadership 
experience to draw from 
in our future careers of 
choice? Not our cup of tea.
Let people who look like 
the student-officer type run 
the school. Just like every year.
Why break stereotypes?
Get to know administrators who could 
write us a killer letter of recommenda-
tion? Fat chance.
But really.
Last year, one person 
ran for Natural Re-
sources senator. He 
backed out after being 
elected, and six peo-
ple ran in the re-elec-
tion.
Don’t wait for that to 
happen. Run for of-
fice. Take your future 
into your own hands, 
and quit being apa-
thetic about life in general.
— Mariah Noble is editor-in-chief of this 





 As discussed in a recent article in 
The Utah Statesman, it is clear that the 
recent cases of violence against peo-
ple because of what they printed are 
appallingly inappropriate responses.
 As an American citizen, I learned 
to value our Bill of Rights, just as oth-
er Americans. But on the other hand, 
as an intelligent and thinking human 
being, I have been increasingly con-
cerned that we often justify too much 
in the name of rights, such as “free 
speech.”
 I’m concerned that too many 
Americans may have become over-
ly concerned about preserving their 
rights while neglecting their duties 
and responsibilities that come with 
those rights. In the case of freedom 
of speech and press, we have a duty 
to keep our public expressions with-
in proper moral bounds. Freedom of 
speech and of the press in the Con-
stitution had more to do 
with ensuring that the 
truth of a matter was 
not suppressed. It was 
never intended as a 
license to publish any 
disgusting, offensive, 
or deceptive thing that 
man might conceive.
 Imagine if in a 
meeting of top deci-
sion makers, all the 
attendees shout out 
their opinions and 
viewpoints at the same 
time, without listening 
to the others. They 
hurl insults and false 
information at each other. Where 
would such a meeting be headed? 
Will these leaders make a great and 
profound decision? Or would it more 
likely be a futile exercise in chaos? 
Clearly the situation merits some lev-
el of control and organization. There 
must be some boundaries for the 
communications that take place.
 The same is true for our public ex-
pressions through print and broadcast 
media, art, or any other public com-
munication medium. In order to re-
tain our freedom of speech, we must 
take seriously our duty and responsi-
bility to consider the effects of what 
we publish.
 We should ask ourselves ques-
tions such as these: How will it affect 
others? Am I just framing it this way 
mainly to offend some target group? 
Am I intentionally misleading anyone? 
How might this affect the culture or 
community? Consideration for others 
is a substantial part of civil society.
 If we routinely abuse our rights 
and freedoms, in time we will lose 
them.
 Often regulations come as a result 
of individuals or groups using their 
freedom of speech to mislead people. 
Laws against slander and libel are also 
limits on our free speech. Sexual ha-
rassment laws came about mainly be-
cause too many men exercised their 
“free speech” in ways that offended 
too many women. But the limits and 
restraints imposed against someone 
abusing a right don’t always come 
from government, as the recent vio-
lence suggests.
 A close-to-home example of such 
costs relates to the recent cancellation 
of Anita Sarkeesian’s appearance at 
USU. 
 In our individualistic culture, we 
often elevate the status of “me” while 
disregarding the value of “them.” We 
are too ready to claim our personal 
rights, while at the same time too un-
concerned about the effects of our 
actions on the wellbeing of others 
around us. Unrestrained freedom and 
diversity can destroy our nation. We 
must remember that freedom and 
diversity must be moderated by such 
uniting moral values as caring for oth-
ers, self-control and a genuine desire 
to know and share what’s true. 
— Emil Therianos
Running for office 
matters
To the editor:
 Elections for USU student body 
officers are fast approaching, and I 
highly encourage all of you out there 
who are interested in making a posi-
tive impact at USU to run for office. 
The deadline to file for candidacy is 
Monday, January 26. 
 Why run? There could be many 
reasons. The biggest 
reason you should 
consider running is 
that you can have 
a positive impact 
at USU in a variety 
of areas. You can 
advocate for stu-
dents, plan activities 
and events, run the 
HURD, organize 
clubs, manage the 
Service Center or 
represent students in 
your college. A sec-
ond reason might 
be for the leadership 
experience. Most 
USUSA offices have committees and 
this presents a prime opportunity to 
lead and learn from others. Another 
reason, might be to work for change. 
Regardless of what change, an office 
within student government gives a 
platform to start from.
 Are elections just a big popularity 
contest? Maybe. They shouldn’t be. 
We need quality students to run for 
office to represent the student body 
at large. Students have a large voice at 
USU, and that voice is amplified when 
you have qualified, capable leaders in 
student government.
 There are 21 officer positions 
available within the USU Student 
Association, 16 of which are elected 
offices. Offices available include stu-
dent body president, executive vice 
president, student advocate vice pres-
ident, programming vice president, 
athletics and campus recreation vice 
president, organizations and campus 
diversity vice president, service vice 
president, graduate studies senator 
and an academic senator from each 
of the eight colleges on campus.
 My experience in student govern-
ment for two years has been great. 
There’s been lots of ups and downs, 
but at the end of the day I feel like 
I’m involved in something more than 
worthwhile, especially because I’ve 
been able to help other students 
along the way. 
 If you’re interested in running, be 
sure to have a look at the elections 
packet online at https://usu.edu/usu-
sa. Also, feel free to reach out to any 
current student body officers to get 
your questions answered. Make a dif-
ference. Run for office.
Sincerely,
— Casey Saxton
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If we routine-
ly abuse our 
rights and 
freedoms, in 







SALES JOB - NO 
KNOCKING DOORS! 
COME FIND OUT 
ABOUT THE BEST 
SUMMER SALES 
JOB AVAILABLE.  NO 
MORE SUFFERING 
IN THE HEAT 
KNOCKING ON 
DOORS.  NOT PEST 
CONTROL.  NOT 
SECURITY SYSTEMS. 
NOT CARTOON 
SCRIPTURES.  COME 
FIND OUT ABOUT 
HOW YOU CAN MAKE 






A PRODUCT THAT 
IS COOL AND 
EXCITING.   
 
WE’LL BE 
HOSTING A BRIEF 
INFORMATIONAL 
/ Q&A DINNER IN 
LOGAN ON THE 
EVENING OF 
JANUARY 28TH. 
FREE PIZZA WILL BE 
AVAILABLE.  GREAT 
INCENTIVES.  GREAT 
ATMOSPHERE. NO 
PRESSURE OR 
GIMMICKS.  COME 
FIND OUT MORE AND 
ENJOY SOME FREE 
FOOD. 
 
TO FIND OUT WHEN 
AND WHERE, CALL 









bedroom & bath @ 564 
E 400 N, Logan, UT. 






Comcast TV and 
High Speed Internet 
Included. As low as 
$550 for Summer and 
$2890 for school year. 
(no smoking/drinking/
pets) Come see at 645 
E 900 N #1(manager) 




OLD ROCK CHURCH. 
WEDDING IN 2015? 
Come see us and 
plan your special 
Wedding, Luncheon 





ROCK CHURCH  
BED & BREAKFAST. 
Book online at 
OldRockChurch.com 
or call (435) 752-3432.
Forum Letters
 All letters may be shortened, edited or reject-
ed for reasons of good taste, redundancy or 
volume of similar letters.
 No anonymous letters will be published. 
Writers must sign all letters and include a 
phone number or e-mail address as well as 
a student identification number (none of 
which is published). Letters will not be print-
ed without this verification.
 Letters can be hand delivered or mailed to 
The Statesman in the TSC, Room 311, or can 














Opinions on this page (columns, letters) 
unless otherwise identified are not from 
Utah Statesman staff, but from a wide vari-
ety of members of the campus community 
who have strong opinions, just like you. This 










Letters to the 
editor
EXPERIENCE BLUE 
7 - 9pm | ATRIUM 
OUTSTANDING SENIORS 
RENEW, RESTORE, REIMAGINE: 
The Campaign to Transform the Chase Fine Arts Center 
and Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art 
ART EXHIBIT OPENINGS 
tippetts exhibit hall & gallery 102 
PAINT MY WORLD BLUE: 
A Children’s Exhibition 
chase fine arts center 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
Crafting A Continuum: 
Rethinking Contemporary Craft
nora eccles harrison  
museum of art  
 
FOOD TRUCKS $ 





9pm| kent concert hall 
free admission, masks $1
CHASE FINE ARTS CENTER
JANUARY 23
ARTS.USU.EDU  |  435.797.8022
cca box office | chase fine arts center | l101 | utah state university campus
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Calendar
Madalyn Johnson | freshman| 
undeclared | Eagle, Idaho
This issue dedicated to:
 Thursday, Jan. 22
High: 36 | Low: 19 | Sunny
• Better Notes = Better Grades | Taggart Stu-
dent Center 315A | Free, 12:15 pm
• Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shap-
ing Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ | 
Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free; 
Suggested $3 donation per person, All Day
• Arts Week 2015 | Chase Fine Arts Center at 
USU | Free, All Day
Friday, Jan. 23
High: 37 | Low: 21 | Sunny
• Measure for Measure | Bullen Center | $3-
$6. $3 for age 5-18, $6 for adults, 7:00 pm
• Once The Lion, My New Mistress | Why 
Sound | $5, 8:00 pm
• Latin Dance Night | Spring Creek Fitness | 
$5, 9:15 pm
• Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shap-
ing Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ | 
Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free; 
Suggested $3 donation per person, All Day
• Crafting a Continuum: Rethinking Contem-
porary Craft | Nora Eccles Harrison Muse-
um of Art | Free, All Day
• Arts Week 2015 | Chase Fine Arts Center at 
USU | Free, All Day
Saturday, Jan. 24
High: 41 | Low: 31 | Par t ly cloudy
• Opera by Children: Teachers’ Workshop | 
Cache County School District | $30, 8:00 
am
• Oriental Brush Painting | Bullen Center | 
$20, 10:00 am
• Utah State Women’s Basketball | Dee Glen 
Smith Spectrum | $1-$5, 2:00 pm
• Measure for Measure | Bullen Center | $3-
$6. $3 for age 5-18, $6 for adults, 7:00 pm
• Miss Cache Valley Pageant | Ellen Eccles 
Theater | $12, 7:00 pm
• C. Daniel Boling Concert | Crumb Brothers 
Bakery | $15, 7:30 pm
• Cloud Gavin | Why Sound | $6, 8:00 pm
• Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shap-
ing Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ | 
Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free; 
Suggested $3 donation per person, All Day
• Crafting a Continuum: Rethinking Contem-
porary Craft | Nora Eccles Harrison Muse-
um of Art | Free, All Day
• Arts Week 2015 | Chase Fine Arts Center at 
USU | Free, All Day
Monday, Jan. 26
High: 46 | Low: 32 | Sunny
• Tai Chi Chuan | Cache Valley Center for the 
Arts | $10, 6:00 pm
• Dawn of the Planet of the Apes | North 
Logan City Library | Free, 6:30 pm
Tuesday, Jan. 27
High: 48 | Low: 34 | Sunny
• USU Men’s Basketball vs. Wyoming | Dee 
Glen Smith Spectrum | $15-!17, 7:00 pm
• Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shap-
ing Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ | 
Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free; 
Suggested $3 donation per person, All Day
• Crafting a Continuum: Rethinking Contem-
porary Craft | Nora Eccles Harrison Muse-
um of Art | Free, All Day
 
Wednesday, Jan. 28
High: 45 | Low: 34 | Par t ly cloudy
 
• Measure for Measure | Bullen Center | $3-
$6, 7:00 pm
